LESSON TWELVE
INTRODUCTION TO NOUNS

In this lesson we are going to study our first DECLENSION of NOUNS. A DECLENSION is a
group of words with the same characteristics or pattern. There are three (3) declensions of nouns in
Greek: the first declension, the second declension, and the third declension. We are going to begin
with a study of the second declension. The second declension is the more prominent in the New
Testament and has more words.

In Lesson 10 we studied simple sentence structure. In that lesson it was presented that a NOUN is
the name of a person, place, or thing.

EXAMPLE:
The man 1S writing the letter to the servant of the apostle.
NOUN VERB NOUN NOUN NOUN

In our example sentence we have already recognized and studied the verb in this sentence.
The NOUNS that name a person, place, or thing are: man, letter, servant, and apostle.

VYOCABULARY

The following vocabulary list is made up of nine common second declension NOUNS found in the
Greek New Testament.

1) dvlpomos (dv Opo oS ) - - - - - - - - - man

2) Am60TONOS (G MOC TOXOS )- - - - - - - - apostle

3) 8ovhos (BoVAOS )- - - - - - - - - - - - servant, slave
4) A\0Y0oS (A0 Y0S )- - - - - = = = - - - - - word

5) VOPos (VOROS )- - - - = = = = = = - - - law

6) V0SS (VLOS) - - - - - - - = - - - - - - son

7) 6€6s (0€0S) - - - - - - - - - - - - - - God

8) KOATOS (KON TOS )- - - - - - = - - - - - bosom

9) KOOPOS (KOG HOS )- - - - - - = - - - - - world

On page 2 we will begin our study of NOUNS.
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LESSON TWELVE

In Greek, NOUNS, like verbs, are made up of two parts: (1) The STEM

(2) The ENDING

THE STEM

The STEM of the NOUN is determined by removing the ending from the Greek word. The STEM
determines the meaning or definition of the word.

THE ENDING

The ENDING placed on the end of the stem of the word tells three (3) things:

1) GENDER - There are three (3) genders in Greek:
* MASCULINE - male
* FEMININE - female

* NEUTER - something that is neither male nor female.

2) NUMBER - expresses how many people are represented in the word.
* SINGULAR - one person

* PLURAL - more than one person

3) CASE- Nouns are arranged in CASES to show the function of the word
in the sentence. There are five (5) cases in Greek:

* NOMINATIVE CASE

A noun in the nominative case expresses the SUBJECT of the
sentence. The SUBJECT of the sentence is the one doing or
receiving the action.

* GENITIVE CASE

A noun in the genitive case expresses possession or ownership
and is translated with the word "of."
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LESSON TWELVE

* DATIVE CASE

A noun in the dative case expresses the indirect object in the sentence
The indirect object receives the indirect action of the verb and is translated
with the words "to" or "for."

* ACCUSATIVE CASE

A noun in the accusative case expresses the direct object in the sentence.
The direct object receives the direct action of the verb.

* VOCATIVE CASE

A noun in the vocative case expresses direct address. Direct address is used
for directly addressing someone.

THE SECOND DECLENSION of dvBpomos

The presentation of each NOUN declension is by GENDER, NUMBER, and CASE. In this lesson
on second declension nouns, we are going to use the Greek word dv@pwmos, man.

* GENDER
The gender of second declension nouns is made up mostly of MASCULINE nouns. The
second declension is known as the MASCULINE declension.

* NUMBER

The second declension has both SINGULAR and PLURAL in all five (5) cases.

* CASE

The second declension noun has all five (5) cases.
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LESSON TWELVE

SECOND DECLENSION NOUN “ENDINGS”

SINGULAR PLURAL
NOMINATIVE CASE
(subject)
GENITIVE CASE
(possession)
DATIVE CASE [ o | oLs
(indirect object)
ACCUSATIVE CASE
(direct object)
VOCATIVE CASE [ e |
(direct address)

NOTE:

Notice the singular dative case. The OMEGA () looks almost the
same as the first person singular present active indicative of the regular
verb. The only characteristic that distinguishes the difference between
the two is the dative case has the IOTA SUBSCRIPT.

All of the nouns presented in the VOCABULARY LIST at the beginning of this lesson are presented
in their basic root form - NOMINATIVE (case) SINGULAR (number) MASCULINE (gender).

The SECOND DECLENSION ENDINGS can be applied to the stem of any of the second
declension nouns.

To find the stem of a second declension noun, you must drop the oS from the NOMINATIVE
SINGULAR MASCULINE form.
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LESSON TWELVE

THE DECLENSION OF dv0pntos

SINGULAR PLURAL

NOMINATIVE CASE | dvBpotos | | dvBpamoL |
man men

GENITIVE CASE | avBpetov | | avlpaTey |
of man of men

DATIVE CASE | avlpote | | avBpaToLs |

to or for man to or for men

ACCUSATIVE CASE | dvlpaTov | | avépoTovs |
man men

VOCATIVE CASE | dvlpome | | dvBpomoL |
man men

In summary, we can put the PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE verb and the SECOND
DECLENSION noun into function by using our example sentence. It would be beneficial for you to
take the PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE verb page and the SECOND DECLENSION noun page,
pages 10-12, out of the Charts Section Notebook to follow along with the example sentence below.

The dvBpemos ypddeL the letter the Sovlois the dmooTéAOV
man is writing servants apostle

You should study the SECOND DECLENSION NOUN endings and go on to study the SECOND
DECLENSION NOUNS in the reading exercise for this lesson.

Also, please read the SPECIAL NOTE on CASES on the next page.
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LESSON TWELVE

SPECIAL NOTE ON "CASES"

There are many Greek courses that teach an EIGHT CASE system instead of the
fundamental FIVE CASE system in this course.

There are other uses for various CASES other than the genitive case for possession
and the dative case for indirect object. Many courses have chosen to adopt the Latin
case system to present these other uses.

We have made a decision to stay with the normal Greek system of CASES to present
the fundamental uses of Greek CASES. Later in this course you will be presented
with the other uses of some of the cases.

Y ou should know that all of the material in the FIVE CASE system and the material
in the EIGHT CASE system are the same, only put under different categories.
Through the normal Greek language FIVE CASE system, it will be easier for you to
learn the material. After learning the basics of the Greek noun by the FIVE CASE
system, you can easily change to any other system later if you should choose to do so.
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LESSON TWELVE
EXERCISE ONE

PRONUNCIATION EXERCISES

In this exercise you will be reading the text of John 1:1-18. The PRESENT ACTIVE INDICATIVE
verbs in the text that we studied in Lesson 11 are now underlined, parRseD, and coded to the Charts
Section Notebook. The SECOND DECLENSION NOUNS are highlighted with boxes. It would be
beneficial for you to take the pages on SECOND DECLENSION NOUNS, pages 11 & 12, out of the
Charts Section Notebook as we go through this exercise.

Linel: (1) ’Ev dapx v ) Kai

In beginning was the word, and
Line 2: 0 v mpOS TOV Oeby
the Word was with the God,
Line 3: Kai v ) Adyos|. (2)  obTos
and God was the word. this one
Line 4: v €V apxi mpoS TOV Qedv.
was in beginning with the God.
Line5: (3) mavTta 8u avTtol €yéveto,  Kai X0pLs
all things through him became, and without
Line 6: abTOU  €Y€EVETO ovde v 0 YEYOVEv.
him became not even one thing  which has become.
Line 7: (4) €v avTo Comn nv, Kai |
in him life was, and the
Line 8: Con) v TO bds TOV
life was the light of the men,
Line 9: (5) Kail TO dds €V T oKoTLQ
and the light in the darkness
3 PERS.SING.
PRES.ACT.IND.(10) s
Line 10:  ¢aivet, kal M okoTla avTo ov
shines, and the darkness it not
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LESSON TWELVE
EXERCISE ONE (continued)

Line 11: kaTélaPev. (6) Eyéveto | dvlpamos | dmeoTalpévos
overtake. Became man having been sent

Line 12: mapa Oeod, 6vopa abdTd 'lodwwns. (7) ovTos

from God, name to him John. this one
Line 13: NABev €is paptuvpiav, iva paptuvpnon Tepl
came for testimony, that he might testify concerning
Line 14: Tobv ¢wTéSs, iva TavTes MLOTEVGWOL Su
the light, that all might believe through
Line 15: avTod. (8) ovK v  ékelvos  TO das,
him. not was that one the light,
Line 16: aX\  iva RLapTUpno mepL Tob d0TOS.
but that he might testifty concerning the light.
Line17: (9) "Hv TO bds TO  dAnbwov, 0
He was the light the true, which
3 PERS. SING.
PRES.ACT.IND.(10)
Line 18:  doTilel mavta | dvBpamov | épxdpevov eis
enlightens every man coming into
Line 19:  TOV kKOGpov. (10) é€v T®  kOope My, kai
the world. in the world he was, and
Line 20: 0 8 abTod  €yéveto,  Kai
the world through him became, and
Line 21: ) adtov  obk  éyve.  (11) els
the world him not knew. into
Line 22: Ta idLa NABe, kai ol idLoL
the things his own he came, and the ones his own
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LESSON TWELVE

EXERCISE ONE (continued)

Line 23:

Line 24:

Line 25:

Line 26:

Line 27:

Line 28:

Line 29:

Line 30:

Line 31:

Line 32:

Line 33:

Line 34:

Line 35:

avTov ov  mapélaPov.  (12) éooL 8¢ élapov

him not they received. asmany as but rece

1ved

avTov, ¢€8wkey avTtols €fovoiar Tékva Oeov

him, He gave to them authority children of God
3 PERS.PL.
PRES.ACT.IND.(10)
’YEVEO'GG.L, TOolS TLOTEVOVOLY €ELS TO Ovopa
to become, to the ones believing into the  name
avTov: (13) ol ovk €€ aipdTeov, oU8e
of him; who not out of bloods, neither
€K fenpaTtos oapkos, OUde €k feAnpaTtos
out of will of flesh, nor out of will

avdpos aa\ €K Oeov €éyevvnnoav. (14) Kal

of man, but out of God were born. And
0 oapE €yéveTo, kai  €okfvecey
the word flesh became, and tabernacled
€V nuiv, kai €feaocajeda ™y  S0Eav
among us, and we beheld the glory
avtov, Oo0fav os RLOVOYEVOUS mapa IlaTpos,
of him, glory as of an only begotten from father,

TANPNS XapLTos kai  ainbetas. (15) ‘ledvvns

full of grace and truth. John
3 PERS.SING.
PRES.ACT.IND.(10)
LapTUpEL TeEPL avTov, KdlL KEKpAYE AEYowv,
testifies concerning him, and has cried saying,
Ovtos 1Nv  ov eimov, N¢) omice  pov
This One was  whom I said, the One after of me
€PXOJLEVOS énmpoadéy pov  yéyovey: oTL
coming before me has become; because
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LESSON TWELVE
EXERCISE ONE (continued)

Line 36: TPOTOS pov nv. (16)  kal €k TOD
first of me he was. and out of the
Line 37: TANPORATOS avTol TNUElS  TAVTES  €NdPopev,
fullness of him ourselves all we received,
Line 38: kai  xapw avTi xapttos.  (17)  OTL 0
and grace succeeding grace. because  the
Line 39: sLa Moocéos €560, n Xxdpts
law through Moses was given, the grace
Line 40: Kail 1 alndera Sia ‘Incod  XpLoTov
and the truth through Jesus Christ
Line41:  €yéveto. (13) o0dels  €dpake  mWoTOTE
became. God no one has seen at any time;
Line42: 0 Lovoyevis ) ov  €ls  TOV
the only begotten son, the one  being into the
Line43: kOAmov  Tov  IlaTpos, €KELVOS eénynqoaro.
bosom of the Father, that one declared (him).

You should review this exercise while going on to Lesson 13 and the all important study on the
DEFINITE ARTICLE "the."
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